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IS THE PEACE MOVEMENT GENUINE?

AN INSTRUMENT OF SOVIET
POWER

A CREATION OF THE
COMINFORM

HIS article, to be printed in two

parts, deals with the Worid

Peace Movement which is best known by its Stockholm “Ban

the Atom Bomb' Appeal.

It is presented as a Salient staff effort, although some of the
material was first used in a talk to the Catholic Students Guild.

At the outset, the writers want to make it clear that they:—
Don't want a Third World War, .
Don't want to see civilisation blown up by the A-bomb,

But they don't believe endorsement of the Peace Movement is
the way to avoid these two catastrophes, nor do they believe that

the Peace Movement necessarily

of Soviet Russia.

The Peace Movemenl has  been
prominent at Victoria for several
years. The Students Assoriation now
has no official connection with it, but
the Socialist Club and the N.Z4. Slu-
dent Labour Federation are still
enthusiastic supporters. Hence we
see periodic bursts of activity when
outside speakers have addressed us,
like Dean Chahdler, or wcere mercly
invited, like the Dean of Canterbury.

In past years, when Vicloria was
affiliated to the World Federation of
Democratlic Youth, and NZUSA be-
longed to the International Union of
Students, we acquired a considerable
knowledge of the methods of organi-
sntions forming part of the Peace
Movement. This article iz an attempt
to put the wvarious groups of the
reace Movement into proper perspec-
tive,

The World Peace Council shows
every sign of being used by the
Soviet to compete with or supplant
the United Nations. Hence it is well
that we should understand its power,
particularly in non-Seviet bloc coun-
tries like Italy and France.

Although it has failed to catch on
in countries like New Zcaland,
where few besides the dereglstered
waterside Workers' Unlon keep local
Communists company, that Is no
reason to disregard it, or to mini-
mise Its lmportance.

Informed comment in the New
Zealand press is rare: Salient aims
to All that gap.

COMINFORM ORIGIN

The Peace Campaign originated in
1647, when the Soviet Governmen!
publicly announced the establishment
of the Communist Information Bu-
reau. It is true that this body hnd
representatives from other countrics,
but its attitude on such events oas
the Yugoslavia break showed the
lack of any distinction between
the policies of the Kremlin and the
Cominform, :

At the
Soviet representative A,
said:

“The Soviet Socialist State is pro
foundiy alien to any aggressive
exploiting motives and is Interested
in establishing the most favourable
conditions for the accomplishment of
a Communist society. External
peace is one of such conditiops, AS
the.bearer of 2 new and%iligher
social Bystem, the Soviet Union in its
foreign pollcy reflects the hopes of
all progressive mmunkind which strives
for a lasting peace and cannot be
interested In a new war, which Is a
product of capitallam.”

inaugural  mecting the
Zhdanov

wants peace, cxcept on the terms

This Conference also  issucd n
deciaraiion which stated that the
world waa divided into two camps,
on¢ imperinlistic and anti-democratic,
and the other anti-imperialistic and
democratic. The imperiallsts were
agpressively wanting to unleash a
war, but the people of the world did
nol want this, and could be rallicd to
prevent it
PEOPLE WANT PEACE

There are two lines of thought
here: first that 1the Soviet is the
guardian of peacc against the warlike
capitalist world, and secondly that
the desires of the ordinary people for
peace could be sworked on and suh-
verted to the detriment of” any
Western resistance (both moral and
military) to Sovict plans. The fin-
ished plan of the campaign came oul
in August, 1948, at Wroclaw tfor-
merly Breslau) in Poland.

The "World Congress of Intellec-
tuals” called at the invitation of 2
group of French and Pelish intellec-
tuals met at Wroelaw in August,
1948, and those present included
many whe were not Communisits or
Communist sympathisers, but who
had come from motlves of idealism
and humanity. Many British dele-
gates spoke angrily agalnst the
Communist manipulation of pacific
ideals for political ends, but the out
come of the conference fitted in
exactly with the Cominform projecl
of the previous year.

The Congress agreed that *National
Peace Committees of Intellectuals”
should be set up. These include the
British Cultural Committee for
Peace (later shdrtened to the British
Peace Committiec) which was formed
by a scientific journalist. J. G.
Crowther, who recently visited New
Zealand.

CALENDAR UP TO STOCHKHOLM
There followed a series of inter-
national conferences under a per-

plexing array of names. (Victoria
played a part in some of these). For
the record, they were:—

April, 1949, Paris: Pcace Confer-
ence called by the International
Liaison Committee of Intellectuals
and the Women's International Demo-
cratic Federation, Viea trouble set
in early, and an overflow conference
was held simultaneously at Prague.
{ Victoria was represented by Messrs.
Hollyman and Scoones).

A pormanent World Committee of
Partisans of Pepce was set up, In-
cluding representatives of all the
chief Communlsat-controlled inter-
national organisations, including the

World Federation of Democralic
Youth, to which Viclterin was then
affiliated.

June-July, 1949, Milan: World

Federation of Trade Unions urged its
suporters to take active part in the
work of the World Peace Commitlee.

October, 1949, Rome: YWorld FPence
Committeoe had bts first plenary meet-
ing when Yugoslavin was formally
expelled amd Communist China was
welcomed to membership. The So-
viet delegates to this meeting pub-
Hely showed thelr displeasure  at
slow progress.

November 8, 1949, Moscow: Ma-
lenkov, a member of the Politburcau,
reported to the Moscow Soviet on
the great importance of the Inter
national Communist bodies in Lhe
Peace Movement, especially WFTU,
WEDY and 1US.

November 29, 1949
Hesolution statled:--

“The xirupggle for a stable and
Insting peace, for the organisation
amd consolldatlon of the forces of
peace agalnst the forces of war
shoulil now become the plvot of the
entine  activity of the Communist
Partles and  democrstie organisa-
tions,"

{Note here that “demcoratic”
the special meaning as  in
Demuocratle Youth.)

December, 1949, Paris: Burcau of
World Pence Commiteee decided to
send delegations (of persons whose
Communist aflilinticns  were  not
generglly known) to approach West-

Cominform

has
WE

ern  Goveraments with this  pro-
gramme:
{a} That they should end the

armamenis race by the reduction of
their war budgets and their military
cifectives;

(b) That atomic weapons should
Le oanned,

icy That wars of “intervention”
shouid be stopped, “specinlly those
in Indonesia, Malaya and Viet Nam™;

td) That repressive measures
against the Partisuns of Peace should
cecase; and

{e)} That the war of nerves should
end by the conclusion of a pact be-
tween the Grealt lMowurs.

This scheme was successiul
te a very small extent.

March 15th-18th, 1950, Stockholm:
The second plenary Committee of
the World Peace Congress met and
passed the resolution which we know
a8 The Stockholm Appeal Total
afliliations at . that time were 52
national Peace Committees.

This marks thegend of the first
phase of the P'eace [Tampaign, and
the beginning ol a far more success-
ful phase. An Siternational organisu-
tion- had been establlshed with a
permanent nucleus under Communist
control. To this Committee national
Committee with large numbers of
non-Communists who gave their sup-
port either through sympalhy wilh,
or Ignorance of, the Communist aims
were affiliated,

SOME NAMES

A Permanent Bureau of Twelve
headed the organisation which, with
a Secretary-General, forms part of
a Permanent Committee of 138.
Some of the members of this con
trolling body (lately operating under
a change of title): Joliot Curle
{World Federation of  Sclentliic
Workers), Mme. Cotton {(Women's
International Democratic Federa-
tion), Louls Raillant (World Federa-
tion of Trade Unions), Alexander
Fedeyev (Committee of Writers of
the Soviet Unlon), Gabriel d'Arbous.
sler (African Democratic Rally),
Louis Aragon (International Bureau

only

" munism.”" —From

of Lialson of Intellectuals), Kuo Mo
Jo, Vice Premier of ina,

There ar¢ many others but this
Jlast gives some idea of the com-
position of the Bureau,

Of the 138 members of the Per-
nunent Committess only 17 can be
Usted with politienl adfiliatlions un-
known—the reat are Communists or
fellow travellers.

Tha next Peace Congress is plan-
ned for 1951 in Berlin {Soviet Zonce)
and is being sponsored by the IUS
and WFDY.

What They Say

Before dealing  with  the Peace
Movement and its technique, here
are some stalements about Peace

made by varicus supporters of the
Movemuent:

“Here we are fighting  together
for what is just as dear to Com-
munists, Soclalists, Liberals, and

Catholics, to all sincere men: we arv
fishting for Peace.” -Ilya Ehrenberg
Qoted n “Peace,” Feb, 0L Stock-
holm

x * *

"The contemporary situaltion con-
fronts the Communist Parlies wilh
a number of vital and complicated
tasks. The central tasK is the or-
ganisation of the worldwide struggle
for peace. This task is closely linked
with the defence of the vital Inter
ests of the working pcople in capital-
ist countries with the struggle for in
dependence ngainst aggressive Ameri-

can imperialism, with the struggle
against Right Wing Socialist split-
ters, against the Tiloite 1raitors

and spies. With Stalin at their head
the people will uphold world peace.
With Stulin at their head and follow-
ing the Leninist path, the working
people will achieve their aim: Com-
"For a Lagting
Peace and a People’s Democracy.”
Front Page, Jan, 19, '0l. {Organ
of The Cominform).

X * x

“"Real Peace can never be brought
about except by Communism-—pecace
means the struggle against capital
ism and imperalism,'"—--Czech Minis-

ter of Educalion, 1US Congress,
Prague, Aup. "50.
x * *

Other quoiations could be quoled,
but these will do for our present
purposes. The last quotation, how-
ever, has a particular relevance as
far as we are concerncd:

“ . . the viectory of peoce can be
achirvidd only by the conslstent activ-
ity of all who belicve in It. This
activity must have directlon and this
direction can onfy be found ln the
500,000,000 strong World Peace
Movement.”"—Excecutiva Report, N.Z.
Student Labour ¥Federallon, Easter,
'61.

THE TECHNIQUE OV THE PEACE
MOVEMENT

Anyone who has read that reveal-
ing book by Douglas Hyde “I Be-
leved,” will see how similar are the
nctivities and nims of the Peoace
Movement and the Communist
Parties. That book revealing as it
ig cannot be conclusive—nt lenst, not
for those who may think that Hyde
has only clothed himself in a new
straight-jacket,

{Continued on page 7.)
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR A COMINFORM
PEACE

OSE who sincerely work for peace will read the article on

“Salient’s” front page thoughtfully. The case against the
“Peace” Movement is clearly stated and will be concluded in our
next issue. .

Peace is every student's concern, but it is also our duty to
be sure that we do not lend our support to a cause whose aim
is a particular kind of peace with which we as students and citizens
can have no sympathy. Peace imposed at the price of all intellectual
and spiritual freedom is a mockery of the ideal. The “Peace”
Movement fights for that kind of peace.

Strongest support for the “Peace” Movement is to be found
in the Communist countries and the tenets of that philosophy are
vital issues in the cause for peace. Dr. Charles Malik, Chairman
of the Lebanon Delegation to the Fourth Session of the General
Assembly of the United Natfons puts it this way: “For the
truth is above politics, and so long as logic is logic the proposition
that Communism by damning the non-Communist world, means
war and revolution, is as true as the multiplication table. I shall
rejoice as a child if Mr. Vyshinsky can refute me, not indeed by
vituperation and rhetoric, but by cold and honest reasoning. For
the whole issue of war and peace im our generation hinges on
whether Communism is or is not militant and revolutionary."

We must examine the “Peace’ Movement and if it is, in fact,
dominated and controlled by Communism, then we must reject it.

o — e ——

NEITHER WIT NOR FUN—GENTLEMEN

Authors and producers of Extravaganzas are entitled to take
liberties but whether they achieved anything outside their own
circle by using the melody of God Defend New Zealand, our dirgi-
cal and uninspiring National Anthem, is doubtful. It is our
National Anthem and whether we like its musie or sentiments or
not the public and many students deplore its use as a vehicle for
Extravaganza witticisms and politics.

The same criticism can be made of lavatory humour about
religion. This is not funny—merely a compound of bad judgment
and bad manners.

Nevertheless Extravaganza this year came nearer to vig-
orous, debunking satire than tihose of the last few years.

THANKS

It is not the proper function of an Editor to electioneer but
since this is the last issue of “Salient” before the Executive Elec-
tions we take the chance to thank our present Executive for their
hard work in the interests of all the students of this college.

Few people realise how hard Executives have worked for
many years and “Salient” as an organ of student opinion should
not neglect to appraise the work of any Executive by paying
attention to both faults and achievements. MLF Mol

JF.Mc

THE HOUSE OF SERVICE

For All Your Stationery Requirements

| J. A. McKAY & Co. Lid.

23 BRANDON STREET,
WELLINGTON.

. . LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ALAS NO LYRICS

SIR,—I was gratified to see a short
article in the last Issue of
*Sallent” pointlng out the most ob-
vious lack in this “Cappicade,” Might
I be permitted to add my own com-
ments,

My own particular grouch concerns
the programme for “Extrav.” While
accepting the explanation, which
seems to be adequate, for the publi-
cation of a separate programme, I
wish to protest most strongly against
the ellmination of the usual lyrics
from thls programme. I have not
been able to check up further back
than 1941. But since then some or
all of the lyrics from Extrav have
been printed with Cappicade; in fact,
in 1948, when a special programme
was printed for the Napler trip, the
songs formed part of thal programme.
Even last year, when the melodies
were not known to the general pub-
lic, they carried out the usual policy
of printing the lyrics whereas this
year, when well-known Ltunes were
used, this policy was not carried
out. We can only hope that this
omission will not be repeated.

This letter was referred to the Edi-
tor of Cappicade:—

Statement by a spokesman of the
cditorial staff, to wit, the Editor
(Paul Cotton).

In the first place, there was the
fact thal we were oversel with copy,
and in particular with cartoons
twhich your reviewer in the last
issue would have liked to have seen
more of) and In the sccond place,
regarding those lyrics which one
would have most iiked to print, il
was wisestl to leave them unprinted
and similarly those lyrics which
would not stand up to printing werve
obviously left unprinted. I am sorty
that the final chorus was not printed
as it really deserved it bul it was
a Inte entry and unfortunately was
balloted out by the foct that we were
alrcady In prinl.

A DISAFPOINTED
CONTRIBUTOR ? 2 7
IR,—Might 1 say how wmuch 1
agree with Vaux' article on Cap-
picade. I was a scller on the day,
and, unfertunately, I sold to my
fricnds. Everyone of them that I
have since met has reproached me
for doing so, warmly assuring me
that it's the last time they'll ever
buy it. I do not think that Cappicade
need necessarily be o collection of
scribbling from the walls of the con-
veniences round town; but, as Vaux
said, whatever the jokes, let them be
funpy . . . and they weren't.

SILLY B.

DESPARD ON THE V.P.

IR,—There arc a few matters in
the last lssue in connection with
N.Z.US.A. conference which need
clarification. It is not correct to
atate that Salient's reporter was pre-
sent for only 2-3 hours of a confer-
ence which lasted for 3} days. I was
present for nearly two complete
sessions, between 6-T hours of a con-
ference which lasted for about 18
hours. It was not made clear how
long Conference would remain in
committee (over the Sharma issue)
when Conference adjourned and
other student activities were in pro-

greas,

Mr. O'Brien's statement over the
policy change in Sallent he foretold
in Victoria's report to Conference is
still rather unclear. Mr. O'Brien
quoted the opinion of the Editor of
the firat issue of Salient which he and
the majority of the present execu-
tive declined to re.appoint and ig-
nored the contrary view expressed
by the present Editor of the paper.
The present Editor so far from en-
vi.ugfng & departure from previous
policy has stated his willingness to
adhere to it, at least, as defined in
the terma of Old Timers letter in
the firat lasue of this year. I can-
not imagine his reasons for prefer-
ring the opinion of an Editor he and
the executive had no confidence in to
the one appolnted in his stead.

' “DESPARD.”

VAUX PAS?

SIR,—The comments of “Vaux" con-

cerming this year's Cappicade are
typlcal of the “sidellne” activity so
prevalent in this college. May I
point out to “Vaux" that the Wel-
lington public is not like the pro-
verbial elephant—there have been
poor Extravs before today—with no
appreciable influence on attendances
the [following year. John Citizen
wlill usually gamble on getting some-
thing for his shilling. Further the
cxceptional sales this year were due
more to the energy and organisation
of the sellers than to any “sym-
pathy" on the part of the Wellington
public.

The standard of Capplcade was un-
doubtedly  higher thls year. No
doubt in Wellington's 200,000 there
are sufficient people to appreciate
this in a tangible way next year. Why
should Cappicade pander to the low-
est level. If the public wanta its
bobs worlh of smut let it get it at
Railway Bookstalls.

I would like to congratulate editor
Pnul Cotton and his few (oh so few)
assistants, for breaking the insidious
tradition of low level humour In Cap-
picade. I agree that a sprinkling of
lavatory humour can add spice to n
publication of this kind—but why
wallow in it.

[ will also agree with “Vaux" that
Cuppicade should not be left to the
few-—-but anyone who felt that they
could write for Cappicade were con-
tinuously approached by the Editor
before they publication came out,
which, on the whole "Vaux'" is n
better time to do so.

NGA NATH PHACEIL.

SIDARELLA PLUS PICKAXE

IR,—-The implication in the tone of
the dailies® reviews, that Sida-
rella was one of those noisy but hila-
riopus efforts of the naughty young
students, was accurate enough.
Sidarclla was occasionally witty, but
its humour, on the whole, was that
of the pickaxe rather than the ra-
pier. I, for one, sighed for the palmy
days of Peter Pansy. There were a
couple of really funny lines (Mec-
Kartho's “I'm Just Mnad About
Harry" and Frank Curtin's "Anywny
they're not going to get the Sudan™),
and a couple of good lyrles, such as
“Much Doodling,” but on the whole
the performance was pedestrian, and
relied heavily on the favourite old
vulgarities, It was noticeable that
the first-night audience, at any rate,
had only one cncore, for the men's
ballet, which.was about the funniest
thing in the show; and they certainly
did not feel as badly about UNO as
did Messrs. Bollinger, McNell, and
Plper. Two small things: several re-
ferences were In really bad taste—
e.g., some of the cracks about the
Korean war, and the reference on the
programme to Helen Keller. And the
beetle in the interval had palled n
little in humour since Its appearance

last year.
M.A. GREADUATE,
ABBO-ERRATION

IR,—As a student also recently re-
turned from Australia may I
contradict the absurd statement of
Doug Foy in his address to the Socl-
alist Cilub, that the policy of the
Australian Government is the exter-
minstion of the aborigline.

It Is a difficult problem and thelr
rights are not the same as those
granted to our Maorl frlends. Many
people are dlssatlsfied with thelr
treatment Hut the fact iz that abo-
rigines, as & general rule, do not
take kindly to an ordered life, are not
thrifty nor industrious,

More “@vidence will be necessary
before it can be proved that the pol-
icy 1s one of extermination. The
aborigines recelve an allowance and
f New camps are belng bullt
and attempts are belng made to edu-
cate them,

It is true that the Government pol-
ey be criticised but it cannot be
called one of extermination.

TRAVEL AND EXCHANGE.
(Continved on page 7.}
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WHAT THEY THOUGHT ...
COMMENT ON SIDARELLA

ALL these people whom we have managed to encourage to give
us comments on this year’s show have had many years of
experience with Extrav. We feel, on Salient, that comments by

these knowled
took part in

ble people arg of v
e show, as we feel sure that you will be turning

t assistance to those who

up for the same old grind of rehearsals and hilarity of the pre-
sentation next year, how ever tired you may be feeling at the

moment!

Once you have participated in Extrav. you will feel

left out next year when rehearsal time comes round again. As
for those who didn't take part this year, there's still time . . .

we'll see you next year.

SALIENT AND CAPFPICADE
EDITOR

Extrav this year did at least move
with some speced—a fact which is to
the producer's credit rather than
anyone else's. This is particularly
praiseworthy consldering the appal-
ling proportion of new mames on the
cast list. Thus the whole result was
a rather better show than anything
for the last four or flve years. And
apart from some flatfooted move-
ment—or lack of it—the cast didn't
look too amateurish. Scenery was
not outstanding, nor were props,
though this might be because the
script didn't allow of much spectacu-
lar. The script itself seemed to be
fairly good throughout, especially
where it was low encugh. The
cracks were quite often funny. Only
main objections—a high progortion
of drearily long lyrics, which could
have been shortened, inaudibility of
words because choruses too large,
little convinclng  plot, and not
enough of the McKartho. And, of
course, all of the female ballet. Do
we really need it?7 Interval enter-
tainment stank. One last query—
what were the Drama Club doing
when the cast list was made up.

DM GARRETT.

SOCIALIST STALWART

In my opinion, “Sidarella” Is as
good as any 1 have seen; this applies
in particular to the script, which had
those factors necessary to a success-
ful extravaganza—It was witty, topi-
cal and pointed. What particularly
appealed to me was the happy good-
nature running through the show—
everybody obviously enjoyed their
participation, which after all is what
Extrav is for—enjoyment. Dave is
to be congratulated on the produc-
tion, unfortunately marred, on the
last night, by one or two hitches in
the curtain; at the beginning of the
second act thls was particularly
noticeable. Another wecak point
way the make-up—when people are
meant to represent public figures
some cffort should.be made to make
them up accordingly— Frank Cur-
tin was an exception to this ag Ratt-
lee.

The thing that pleased me most
was the way in which Extrav had
obviously developed those participat-
ing; many people had become far
more wideawake, more sociable just
through the associatlon with other
students all doing a job of work.

A. H. SCOTNEY.

EXTRAV CO-AUTHOR

Extravaganza this year has hap-
pily returned to its traditional role
of lampooning local, national, and in-
ternational politics and personalitles.

Dave Cohen deserves high pralse
for the production which made the
most of the script, although the
songs had, in most cases, toco many
Verses.

The music was bright and the use
of "traditional airs” Is always appre-
clated by Wellington audiences.

My maln critlcism is that it is
time that script writers, present and
potential, realised that a theme, not
dependent on some mechanical device
such as a lamp or buzzard, s avso-
lutely essential to clarify the actlon.
Ron Meek, Extrav maestro, demon-
strated this very effectively, and the
‘main falling of recent Extravs, to
measure up Lo his standard, has been
a lack of appreciation of this fact.

The cast contained some good
volces and strong choruses hut, if
my guess is correct, the players were
mostly new to the Extrav stage ond
unable to ad lib to cover gaps. The
tendency on the other hand 1o insert
lines and thus confuse the cues with-
out adding to the show was nolicc-
able.

Thursday's performance was un-
fortunately marred by the addilion of
remarks which, however much they
may appenl to the dressing room oc-
cupants or to a half drunk at a
doo," usually meet with a stony
silence from o sober audience. The
reaction to the unfortunate “banana
skin" anecdote every night should
have taught these "improvers of the
script” the fact that to get a laugh
the humour, no matter how low, must
be clever, subtle and not perverted.

The men's ballets as usual, stole
the scenes when Lhey appeared and
Win Stevens, cxcept for onc iapse
(Saturday), gave his usual exhibition
of inspired showmanship.

On the whole this show wns an
honest attempt to be an Extrav and

the wrlters, producer, stage manager
and cast deserve credit for the per-

formance.
lw‘ m"ﬂ.
KING OF QUIZ

The chief faillng of the script was
its obscurity which made It very dif-
ficult to follow; the ending was par-
ticularly so, I thought. Also, I feel
that it would have been more inter-
esting had there been more refer-
ence to local bodies, of which -there
was no attempt at characterisation.

It was a pity that there was no
attempt made to write In parts for
good singers, because the songs werce
good; 1t Is not very often that the
songs In Extrav are laughed at.
When I say that the songs were good.
1 feel that betier melodles could
have been chosgn; popular “hits"
always go down 11, and in any case¢
many tunes, c¢.z., “All Thru' the
Night" were so dull that the audience
lost interest in them. The ballets
were too ambitious, and did not suc-
ceéd in consequence; besides, the
men should look like men, not
women.

I was pleased to note the audiemce’s
favourable recaction to the first act;
it usually scems to take them some
time to get warmed up, and this year
there was n higher proportion of
laughs at the first act than I can re-
member in previous years.

The overall impression left with
the audlence was & good one; they
went home happy, which is always a
good thing; there were several really
good jokes in it.

J. W. WINCHESTER,

CAPPICADE EDITOR

1 would like to congratulate the
cast on their cnthusiastic presenta-
tion of what at first glance seemed to
be a very poor script, Everybody tak-
Ing part showed ability.

In some places the action scemed to
drag, but there was always some (un-
ningly placed humour to lift the
action when iL was most needed.

P. 0. COTTON.

—

Bitter Sweet

.. . Extravaganza 1951

SO Extravaganza survived its birthlng-pangs—and what pangs they were
—weathered the secesslon of the Patricians, the excislon of the Executive

and the woeful predictions of the prophets.

(I was ono of them.)

Every year, somehow or another, a chaos of script, script-
writers, lavatory paper, lavatory jokes, actors, would-be actors,
props men and wardrobe women, make-up supervisors, beer,
saveloys and Weir House extroverts manages to assemble itself
into some sort of order. It never ceases to amaze me how often
so much is done with so little. This year was no exception, at least
in regard to the chaos which finally resolved into order.

That doea not mean to say Extrav
was pgood. “Sidarella”  had  the
ghost of an Idea, and it was flogged
to death. The party line, I mean.
Unfortunately for the authors, and
fortunately for the show, the plot
misfired. The ' propaganda was S0
blatant the audience didn't belicve it
was Intended seriously—although
thero were one or two painful
silences when they couldn't see the
joke. In most cases it wasn't there
to see. The really good jokes, and
there were some, were taken “wlth
few exceptions from previous Extravs.
(“My father went to Marsden' 19348;
“Take your cold hands off my ballet,”
similarly 1948). But I must give due
credit for “I'm just wild about
Hu.l‘ry!"

ARCHBISHOP .OVER THE EDGE

It is a strongly held belief by a
number who have had acquaintance
with them that members of The
Party suffer from a deflciency of
humour and a superfluity of bad lan-
guage. This was borne out by "'Sid-
arella.” I believe that the men sit-
ting next to me laughed longest and
loudest of any of the audience at the
crudest of the jokes, yet even they
remarked at half-time that some of
the lines were over the ?\ce. The
“Jolitical satire was In most cases So
blunt it could hardly have hacked its
way through, a pound of Sld's sub-
sldised butter. And was it really
necessary to inuke so many sneering

remarks at religion and religious,
even to the extent of producing the
Archbishop of Canterbury on stage?

GOOD CABTING

The cast was, on the whole, ns
competent as the average Extrav.
cast of the past. Dougal McDonald
a8 Sidarella was reasonably capable.
Jim Hutcheson (Goosle), I. Landen-
Lane (Holysmoke) and especially
Roger Harris (Bulgie) were excel-
lent, likewise Conrad Bollinger (Mc-
Kartho), and Frank Curtin in his
dual role—in spite of his apparently-
annunl sticking-plastered pate. Col-
leen Rea as Sadie was not unattrac-
tive both physically and vocally, and
Melda O'Reilly gave one of the best,
and quietest, female extrav perform-
ances I have seen. Frank Curtin’s
makeup as Walter, incidentally, was
something approaching makeup,

Vocally, most of the cast were not
impressive, although that did not de-
tract from the unconsciously funny
Dodgie of John Patterson. Part of
the trouble lay with the songs chosen
for parodying; apart from it being
quite unnecessary to parody "God
Defend New Zealand,” the thing's no
good as a chorus anyhow. . Most of
.the songs were not new to Extrav,
and quite a lot of the lyrics in some
of them were not new either, as wit-
ness “Sadie, the Minx of the Sphinx.”
Ron Meek, whose Extravs are held

up as exemplars, relied a great deal
on Gilbert and Sullivan music for hls
shows, and the one Gilbert and Sul-
jivan song in the show proved once
again the anomalous fact that medi-
ocre gingers can glve an impressive
sole performance of the intricate G.
and 5. melodiea.

TRADITIONAL SPICE

The sueccess of the show, and it ap-
pears to have been reasonably suc-
cessful, seems to be due mainly to
the fact that the traditional Extra-
vaganza ingredients were there—the
male ballet, the one or two rousing
choruses, the haka party, the Inter-
val show (such as it was—and It
always is), the one or two good
jokes, and above all the infectious
atmosphere. The male ballet was
perhaps less prominent than usual,
I saw the show on the last night
which may account for the slap-
happiness of the ballerinas. One re-
members how the magnlficent Brown-
ies' Ballet nearly foundered on the
last two nights because success (and
beer) went lo their heads, and every-
one decided to act the giddy ass. No,
in future, pie deputise one or at
most two people, to skylark, and
make the rest try and act like bal-
lerinas. Their uniformity makes the
clowns appear even funnier, but a
ballet with everyone fooling looks
like the last dregs of a dog's break-
fast. And pleass, will the Executiva
conslder a speclial Blue for Win Stev-
ons for his performances, past and
present, as sole dansecuse?

As far as the female ballets wenl
the producer seems to have been wise
in being restrained. There have
been very good [emale ballels in the
past, but there have also becn some
damn painful oncs, and it behoves the
producer to cut his cloth according to
the talent avallable.

The production and stage direction
were pood; none of last year's awk-
ward exits nnd entrances and strag-
gling choruses, and the direction was
unobtrusive. Costumes were well up
to standard, and props hands were
unusually qulet In shifting scenery.

One last ©bitter remark. There
was more tollet paper on display

KAPITI

Far above the slcepless sca

The moon casts out its borrowed
brilliance

In a sword of dancing shadowed
darkncss,

That sparkles where it strikes

The moving foam of beating
waves,

Allers swiftly erc the pattern
breaks

And forms ancw a living cham

Of cold white liquid light.

While softly at its farthest tip

There rises from the water's
edge

The ghostly =silent shape of
Kapitt,

Majcstic—half rcvealed in mist

That soothcs and softens as it
clings

To twist the hard carth’s shape

And melt it into sky.

The stars wait emply in the air
As far along the sand

A line of footprints leads

To where I stand.

F. L. CURTIN.

thils year than ever before. And 1
don't think it Is going down as well
as it used to—not after the AfArst
half dozen times, anyway.

However, the really bright spot of
the show was the final chorus. Most
of the words were Inaudible, hut the
volome was there, the galety was
there, and the harmonlsing ohnr?;
was there. It sent the audience hom
happy, it lessened my spleen consld-
erably, and It gave me the Impres-
sion that It wlll go down to posterity
with the beest extrav songs of the
past. My compliments to ita Lb-
rotists,

DEH,



Page 4

Salient, June '_T, 1951.

SIR WALTER MOBERLY'S...

"“THE CRISIS

An Intelligent and Profound
Analysis
Of the Modern University

FREE Society is today in the process of disintegration. When
this book was written two years ago, the author said: “Our
situation is due to the inter-action of wills, each pursuing its own
limited purpose and finally producing a total state of things in
which the individual feels himself powerless because of the
colessal scale of the influences which actually govern his life.”
Pandit Nehru expressed it: *‘Men are so often the object of events

vather than the subject of action.”

The scientific, technological

and economic advance, combined with the new technique of power
over human beings, has produced a situation in which our present
understanding of values and beliefs is inadequate for the task
of restoring human dignity and mastering the results of our know-

ledge.

We seem to be arriving at a position in which we can

have no say in determining our environment. At present we
are still in a state of chaos: our beliefs are in flux and we are un-

decided as to direction,

Moberly's book is an  attempt  to
show the relevance of what happens
in the wniversily to this state of
vhaos in soriely.  He believes that the
veonomic and political sct-up in the
waorlid today is only the result of the
bellefs and motives ol men, It is
how and what man thinks that de-
termines finally what his political and
ecvonomic environment will be. The
obvious task, then, of the modern uni-
versity 18 1o exnmine radically these
neliefs and motives in the hew per-
spective and try to impart direction
ani) coherence to the  values which
ctnerge unscathed from the enquiry.
This does nel mean o leisurely modi-
lieation of our ideal, always aboul a
nhundred years behind our technical
progress; it means an immediate and
urgent desire to probe to the very
hasis of our thought and culture and
to  produce “binding convictians™
which cun resolve confusion into &
sense  of  direction. Obviously the
modern university falls far short of
its  task. There is rarely any al-

tempt to explun or Justify  exis.
tenee.  The student is usually left
wnaware that there are abstract

problems to be faced in living. Values
are Jeft to “emerge. Often we have
the fecling that the student is a
machine, thaot technique is the mas-
ter. The modern universily is too
often an adjunet of a utilitarian so-
ciety, training scientisls, civil ser-
vants, lawyers and teachers, never
lvading in thought., We should ex-
pect a university to be creative in the
frecdom of enquiry which il so jeal-
ously preserves, We should expect
an attempt lo form a coherent phil-
asophy of living, not simply an ignor-
ing: of the question.

PRESENT DISCONTENT

In analysying the causes of our pre-
sent  discontent Moberly sums the
situntion up by saying “the contrast
hetween the need of the time and pre-
sent academlc inhibitions and dis-
abilitles creates a crisis in the univer-
sity.” Woe have seen what is the need
of the time and we have seen gener-
ally that the modern university is
fuiling to meel this need. We can
now turn to some of Lhe specific
causes of our present discontent.

Probably the underlying cause is
'the mainltenance of a false acardemic
neutrality. Moberly claims that such
an nltitude results in a refusal to
commitment on any decp level; in
[undamental issues in religion and
politics there is no facing up to a
problem. Scholars find that they
can devote mere time to their sub-
jects by lgnering these issues; conse-
quently they often become stultlfied
in their judgments, they lose their
sense of values, their neutrality be-

comes mere acquiescence In the sta-
tus quo. It is apparently thought
that the living issues will only serve
to confuse the disinterested pursuit
of knowledge. For example, God is
often ignored in the cause of ncu-
trality and in this simple act of ignor-
ing him is implied an indifference to
any philosophy of I[ife. For any
philosophy has to acknowledge or
deny God and it is far betler to con-
clude that God does not exist and
base subsequent action on that con-
clusion, than, as at present, Lo pre-

tend - the issue can be left out of
scholastic enquiry. In pursuing
knowledge we must apparently

neglect moral and spiritual factors.
“If you want a bomb the chemistry
department wlll teach you how to
make it, if you want a cathedral the
department of architecture will teach
voyt how to build it, if you wanl a
healthy body the departments of phy-
siovlogy and medicine will teach you
how to tend it. But when you ask
whether and why you should want
bombs or cathedrals or  healthy
bodies, Lhe university, on this view,
must be content to be dumb and im-
polent.”

8ut even when some of the mem-
bers of the university do conduct en-
quiries into fundamental issues, even
when they intellectually comprehend
the significance of their enquiry,
when they see the issues clearly and
can brilliantly expound them, all too
often they po no further. Academic
neutrality again interposes its form.
Discussion becomes unrelated to any
coherent set of values. Intellectual-
ly they understand the problem: in
moral. spiritunl or practical flelds
their ideas have no application so far
as they are concerned. They soar te

dizzy intellectual heights and glow

with idealism but thelr stimulus and -

their alm s titillation of the mind.
Their ideallsm ls irresponsible.

The unlversity does, ol course,
+naintain some presuppositions in con-
ducting ils afalrs. It assumes that
some things are worth while when
others are not; it assumes the best
ways of becoming educated: it as-
sumes the validity of its direction; it
assuthes a whole host of basic prin-
ciples in the various subjects. But it
has not conducted n critical investi-
gation even into these presupposi-
tions; therc are prejudices to be un-
covered and scrutinised, there are
emational factors to be revealed. This
is not a plea that all the presupposi-
tions of education which are coloured

" by emotion or personal environment
should be discarded, but simply that
by recognising these factors we may
be able to get a clearer picture of the
value of these presuppositions and re-

inforce or discard them as we think
lit.

Fragmentation is another primary
cause of our discontent. The vari-
ous aspecls of universily work are
done In scparate compartments. The
mind of the student and lecturer is
incurious. Often we know nothing of
subjects other than our own. There
is no standing back from studies to
get a_survey of the whole of life; we
are so busy being specialists that we
have no time to get our own studies
into proper perspective. Obviously
we can't glve the altentior to other
subjects that we must give to our
own, bul we can appreciate the gen-
eral phllosophical tenets wunderlying
other subjects. We too often have
no communication with the studenis
of other faculties, "Trivialities form
the only meeting ground.” There Is,
too, a lack of integration in our ap-
proach to the problem af living, We
don't see our life as n  whole; we
divide it into work and the rest. “We
think only part of our lives should
he governed by moral principles. We
ignore the fact that we are living
whntever we are doing and we de-
prive oursclves of any sense of ful-
ness of personality.

FOR CHRISTIANS

This book is written from the
Christian standpoint, and is therefore
able to give its first advice to Chris-
tians. They have a tremendous re-
sponsibility in the university in hold-
ing & faith which applies to the whole
of life. Moberly secs their function
in acting as a ‘“creative minority™;
that is, not withdrawinyg inte them-
selves as a cligue, nor yet trying to
exert any influence by underhand
methods of administration as a pres-
sure group; bul rather by living their
faith in every aspect of their student
life, thereby demonstrating that they
at least have something to offer to
the fundamental purpose of the uni-
versity. They must  be  Christians
within the university as anywhere.
The peculiar type of schizophrenic
Christianity which cannot carry ils
devotional aims into constructive
practice but divorces student life from
the faith plainly can't offer much lo
alleviate the needs of the univers.ty.
Moberly realises thal his solulion may
involve a compromise of Christian
idenls, in that Christians will be forc-
ed to support sub-Christian proposals
which are the best offering in their
context. 1t would be wronz of them
to expect the sub-Christian universily
to act on Christinn ideals; they must,
while trying to maintain the purity
of their faith, in the interests of an
honest university fight for ideas which
are less than Christian,

AIM AND BASIS

Moberly now proceeds to describe
the aim and basis of the university

. religious or secular.

IN THE UNIVERSITY"

capable of taking up the challenge of
the world,

First, the university must be to
honestly tackle the probloms of poli-
tles and religlon nod te commit them-
selves thercon. Deep  convictions
must be explored and stated. The
lecturer should not withhold his views
on ultimate questions, but should for-
ward them, and should be free to for-
ward them. The purpose in doing
this should be to open up for the
student an awareness of the existence
of and the importance of having. a
voherent  philosophy of living,
“Fundamental questions must be
asked and examined radically, How
shall a man live? To what sort of
world have we to adjust ourselves?”
No student should be able 1o go
through o university without naving
been confronted with these questions.
Morcover he should be perfectly [rec
to =olve Lthem as he wishes; prolect-
ing him from influence though dan-
verous and unsettling is no solution.
Nor can the religious issue be avold-
wl: every philosophy of life is either
Every student
thercfore, should have been con-
t#onted with the challenge of Chriat-
wnity. to respond to it as he will,

Secondly, there must be ® re-open-
ing of communications at a decper
level. We cannot expect 8 univer-
slty to be the protagonist of a set

philosophy; that would Involve re-
strictions not compatible with free
thought, and, probably, intellectual

dishonesty., Thus it is difficult to lind
pusic common values on which com-
munication e¢an proceed. The best
pian is to be able and to be prepared
to advance a point of view n .on-
cepts which are common to ad par-
ties. It is hopeless for, say, a Charist-
ian to talk to a pagan in Iraditional
theological and devotional Lerias.
There musL be a genuine attempt,
first, to understand our own ‘instinc-
tive convictions" and sccondly, ta ap-
proach an understanding of phiioso-
phies remote from our own with
sympathy and patience. Nor s the
problem of communications confined
to different [aculties and sections of
them: it applies equally te the rift
between stafft and  students wiaich
exists in our universities.

tContinned on page 5.)
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Will you love me when I'm old
and grey
The same as you love me Today

Or will you when my glands
arc dry

Forsake me for a younger guy?
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AFTER THOUGHT ON DEBATE

“Are Lectures, Exams, Text Book Really
Essential to a University Education”
WRITER’S OPINION: NO!

THE disadvantage of debates and specifically *speechmaking”
lies in the fact that usually the essential points are left un-
said, or are drowned amidst the jokes, anecdotes and other emo-
tionally pleasing utterances of the speaker confronted by a not
too critical audience, be he now a professor or a student.

These three media of learning, or
rather teaching, represent the best
that our present socicty at this time
can offer to the students who are pre-
paring themselves for work which
requires an academic mind.  Money
allotted to cducation will buy that
much and ne more,

But studentis are entitied to better
tools. The three media are a poor
substitute for real education, mean-
ing by education not the learning by
heart of facts, but "the developing
of the mind to the point where it can
manipulate various facts and reach a
logical conclusion on the basis of these
facts.” (The inflnite search for
truth.)

The staff, while successfully point-
ing out some of the weaknesses of the
present methods, failed to show the
way to a positive methed. Here then
is a positive proposal to take the place
of lectures, exams and textbooks:

(Under present society these steps
can of course not be applicd.)

1. Society must allot more money
{much more) to education. This can
only be done by eliminating arma-
ment races and other valn expendi-
tures, so that these huge funds can
be put to work for more constructive
purposes. (This requires world-wide
change in soclety).

2. With these additional funds we
would (a) employ one professor for
every 6, 8 or 10 students; (b} build
the necessary rooms for experimental
or practical work; (c¢) purchase the
necessary equipment for this practical,
work: (d) build some group meeting
roams (althoupgh such small groups
could meet practically anywhere); (e}
create a fact index, to replace text-
hook librarles. (Textbooks would coi-
tinue to have a place in education,
but would not be essential; (f) pro-
vide the funds for students to go to
the best source of information in their
particular field, when they have
renched the stage when such travel
becomes necessary to their progress.

It is obvlous how this type of uni-
versity would function:

1. Small group would ensure full
participation and benefit for each
student in the battle of logic with the
authority in the field and on the other
side, would stlmulate the professor
considerably.

2. The informality would ensurc
interest, which Is the basic incentive
to the learning process. (Consider
that most great changes in the past
were brought about through informal
and hot arguments In coffee or beer-
houses).

3. Examinations could be elimin-
ated (although there may still be a
use for them in order that a student
may evaluate himself) since the stu-

dent could casily be evaluated during.

group  discussions. To  safeguard
against poor teacher-student relation-
ships there would be enough profes-
sors and groups to suit differantl per-
sonalities. (This relationshins is con-
sidered of primary Importance).

4. The qualifying for a degve2 in the
subject would depend not on exams,
but on the evaluation made by the
professor, the fellow-students und
possibly a review-board. In case of
injustices there would of course be an
opportunity for appeal. The student
would consequently not be cvaluated
on the basls of facts and theori2s
learned by heart, but ace riding Lo
the soundness of his logwul conc'u-
sions, and the use to which he has
put the fact Index and the rdiszus-
sicns.

5. Instead of basing group discus-
sions on the opinions reflectod in text-
books, which are again based on other
text-books and other opninions, they
would be bansed mainly on In(wrma-
tion gathered in the fact-index or
through actual experience.

This system would not prohilit the
writing of textbooks. Snmc profes-
sors, even If not under ecconomic
stress, have the urge to write text-
books. It would mnot prahloit the
reading of such books, for some per-
sons enjoy making a full acquaintance
with the views of certain professors.

It would not prohibit lectures, for
some professors do get something out
of lecturing, and some students out
of listening. It would not necessarily
eliminate exams, but they would be
glven for the purpose of letting the
student evaluate himself. This would
take the detrimental strain out of
them,

But the main point Is: this system
would make students creative rather
than imltative—AND THE FINISH-
ED PRODUCT WOULD UNDOUBT-
EDLY BE SLIGHTLY BETTER ! ! !

M. LENZ.

“THE CRISIS IN THE UNIVERSITY"”
Practical Suggestions

For a Responsible University

E can ouw conslder the more practical suggestlions for a responsible unl-

versity. It would be quite out of line with the suggestions already made

to consider that studies ean either alm at the exclusive ideal of Liberal ede-
catlon or merely at occupational tralning.

In peneral the student should be
able to choose for himself what he
will study, and there should be no at-
tempt to mould him to a patiern. The
more subtle ways of moulding a stu-
dent by the Importance attached to
examinations and to research need
modification. Research should be
considered in the light of previous re-
marks on academic neutrality and
frazmentntion. For example, where
ability in rescarch is the standard for
academlc appointments, as, say, in
the case of careful editing of texts,
we are liable to be landed with @
man who can appreciate little of the
implied values in literature. Exam-
inatlons are connected with two evils:
“intellectual insincerity and an
idolatrous cult of success.” The kind
of cynicism that springs from discov-
cry that exams nearly always test
what the student has committed to
memory rather than what he has
thought is disastrous to Moberly's
conception of education. It Is only
by recognising a set of values as pre-
dominant over all his activity that a
student can subordinate exams to
their proper place as a minor element
in his education. Closely allied to the
examination system is the overload-
ing of curricula. The student all the
time finds the demands of his study
overwhelming him and is encouraged
to skimp his work; there is no time
to stand back, no time to think, no
time to follow up an independent line
of thought. Consequently the stand-
ard of original work is seriously low-
ered. There is certainly no time for
the enquiry into values and beliefs
which we hold to be fundamental to
the purpose of the university. Mob-
erly here quotes Berdyaev speaking
of the tempo of modern life: “it
exacts from man a continual activity,
which once in operation imposcs
conditions of spiritunl inner pas-
sivity.”

LECTURES OVERRATED

Obviously the present reliance
placed on lectures must go. Lectures
as conceived in a modern universily
suffer from all the faults of mass pro-
duction and of insistence on “accu-
rate memorising rather than wide
reading and original thought.”  The
student in a lecture has no timc for
thought; he Is usually only concerned
to write everything down, assuming
that in them he will find the bulk of
his material. In place of the present
Jecture system Moberly envisages

World Youth Peace Festival in Berlin this August . . .

New Zealand Students Will
Be There

FDY and 1US and thelr festivals are familiar topics for argument In
Victoria College. Many have abused the World Federation of Demo-

crutic Youth aa being
world support for
ebyond the rough-house reds
sponsors of thls ycar's festival,

s sort of Cominform Junlor Sunday-Schocl. But the
WFDY's Berlin Festival from 5th-10th August goes [ar
and parlour plnks.
have consccrated the event to workl peace

WFDY and IUS, Joint

and understanding, and seck to make it o meeting place for all young people
of all natlons—to get them all together to discover the young people they
are whipped up ngalnst are as human as themselves.

The British National Union of Stu-
dents, with a very Conservative
leadership, has recommended to all its
affiliates that they send delegates and
cultural teams — song, dance and
drama groups. The All-India Stu-
dents' Federation is sending 150 of its
members. From Tyneslde will come a
sword-dance team, and from North.
umbgland a group of Morrils ers,
Bristbl supplies football and cycling
teams, and a& choir. Strong dele-
gations cof studmnts will be there
from South Amcrca. In Czecho-
slovakia the young workers and stu-

dents are engaging in competitions in
literature, art, music, and other
flelds, for the right to represent the
youth movement of their country.
The Swiss Nobel Prize-winner,
Hermann Hesse, stated in a message
to the Festival Committee: ‘I am not
blind to the difficulties and also to
the dangers; but T:,“e between two
hostile worlds is possible as long
as there I8 no live, human exchange
and discusson.” For that reason, he
gave the Festival his support, and
urged young people of all persua-
gions to go and meet together.

And what is little New Zealand
dolng ? The Progressive Youth
League is sending Betty Arya, their
national secretary, and the Student
Labour Federation are asking Robin
Rockel, Jim Hollvman, Alec McLeod.
and Mike Murray g go across from
London. But perhaps the moat tre-
mendous {(Hollywood ‘sense) news is
that the two f=2shers from Canter-
bury left on the “Tamaroa” on
Monday, 30th April, to work thelr
way there. Crosbie Walsh goes
represcnting the Canterbury College
Socialist Club and SLF, and Pat
McEwan representing the Canterbury
Students' Association and the Stu-
dent Christian Movement. I{ cer-
tainly looks as if this Festival is
going to be a Big Thing.

I met Cros and Pat a few days
before they left. They are young,
keen ta, learn about the world, and
above all, anxious to do anything they
can to help maintain world peace.
Pat had met Ivan Menzies, and was
impressed by the Ideals of Moral
Rearmament. Cros was slightly
more worldly-wise, but full of =a
fresher's starry-eyedness for all that.
We are sure they will learn a lot
from their experience.

Any Victoria College student who

much fewer lectures, %vell-prepared
and delivered, designed only to light
up the more general aspects of the
subject. Courses of lectures by great
teachers also will, he thinks, be a
tremendous stimulus. The tutorial
system must be improved upon and
enlarged. The real value of a tutor
is not strictly as a co¥ch, out rather
as a source of inspiration capable of
producing an effervescence in the stu-
dent's mind. “Real life i> meeting.”
If real Iife is meeting, the corporale
life of the university will play an im-
portant part in exciting 1ntellectual
interest. At present only a small
minority takes any real part in cor-
porate life. The majority meet only
on a trivilian plane; they experlence
no “epoch making change ar mental
enlargement” on cntering a typical
university. The solution hero Is ob-
viously to make strenuous attempts
to build up some corporate life with-
in the university, or to build hostels.

Hostels are not automatically a
panacen. Often their intellectual and
cultural value is nil. They can bhe
“devoid of any cultural influcnce,
their tone boorish and philistine, hos-
tile to sensitiveness and originality.
In their daily life there is much dull
routine varied by horse play. Un-
deniably, the whole atmosphere of
these halls militates against a [ull
student life and the development of
personality,” This is a real danger.
But a gcod hostel can provide just
the opportunitics of meeting which
we so much need; it can be a place
which in its communion and fellow-
ship encourages the birth and dis-
covery of ldeas, “diffusing a distinet-
ive atmosphere which is morally and
intellectually stimulating.’ Moberly
draws altention to the imiportance of
u good warden. It is essential that the
warden shall himself “care passion-
ately for the things of the mind” and
he nble to encourage and participate
in the intellectual life. He should be
able to act as a friend, and if posaible,
an ingpiration to students. Probably
the wardenship is best as mainly full
time with some slizht  academic
duties. Such a hostel, providing it is
careful not to defent its ends; pro-
vided, that is, that it does not allow
.itself to become separated from the
community or from reality, la a de-
sirable adjunct to the university.

TAKING STOCK

Sumiming up, Moberly males five
heads: (1) “All inhlbitions of discus-
sion of the burning questions of the
day must be removed.” (2) “If wuch
confrontation Is to be genualne, com~
munications must be restored between
isolated mental worlda” (3) *“There
i» & lImit te neutrality.” (4) The
vaguely sdumbrated common values
beneath our differences muost be ex-
plored and grasped. (5) Christians
must play tho parts of = “creative
minority.”

Th!x article docs not pretend to be
a full or falr precls of Moberly's book.
The alm has been to extract those
polnts that are most goneral and
those which can be most readily ap-
preciated In Victorla Universtly Col-
lege. There are in the books &
wealth of other toplcs not mentioned
here, Including more specifically
Christlan attitudes.

BRYAN WALKER,
¥. GARDINER SCOTT.

-

thinks he could find his way to Ber-
Iin by August—go, for God's sake.
Get the stamp of observership from
any club or association. And {f you
can't go, but would like to help the
cause of peace in A small way, send
a contribution in hard cash to HEC
MACNEILL, SALIENT ROOM.

—L.B.
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"Student Needs and
Student Deeds”

Is ISS the Answer?

I S.8. has had a workdsay, a debate has been held in Its honour aad various
* arort artlcles have appeared In ‘Sallent,’ Here we snalyse the his-
varlous shorf articles have appeared In-‘Salient.' Here we analyse the his-
tory and present set up of Student Rellef ‘and pose the question “Are ws
followlog the best path in our endeavour to help students in other lands who

caanot always help themselves”

History

Therefore let us examine the In-
ternational Student Service. Formed
in the early 1920's it was concerncd
from an early dale with a three-polnt
programme:

1. Malterial rellef.

2. Research on University problems.

3. Education for International Un-

derstanding.

Durlng World Wra 1II a new de-
mangd for material relief arose and in
co-operation with the World Student
Christlan Federation of Pax Romana
IS.S. established in 1940 the European
Student Relief Fund which was ex-
panded under the name of \World
Student Relief in 1943 when China
was added to the orbit of relief work.
In 1947 the International Union of
Students was added as o fourth con-
stituent of WSR and the World
Unlaon of Jewish Students became the
fifth constituent in 1949. Through-
out the history of ESR and WSR, ISS
provided administrative facilities and
staffl and continued some activities
other than material relief although
these were drastically curtalled.

“The Split”

However, believing that emerjency
needs created by the war were re-
ceding 1SS proposed on August 1949
that WSR and ISS should be merged
on the completion of the WSR agree-
ment in September, 1950. In this
view they were supported by Pax
Romann and WSCF. The World
Union of Jewish Students did not
commit itsell while IUS strongly op-
posed the proposed change.

The disagreement between the two
groups on the future of WSR led to
the collapse of that body and its re-
placement by two organisations each
administering  rellef. The major
reasons for disngrecment were:—

“Material Relief of Total
Needs”

1. Desire of 1SS to undertake con-
ference seminars, study tours, ete. as
well as materlal relief. Funds for
financing these projects come from
the same source as do funds for relief
as Dr. Wolantjs, General Secretary
of ISS, explained. *“It had qulte
naturally proved more diflicult to fin-
ance the cultural aspect of the pro-
gramme because WSR, In its appeal
for funds for material relief tended
to draw upen the source of funds for
educational rellef which had tradi-
tionally supported the 1SS." (Min-
utes of WSR Executlve, October,
1949). ISS maintained that the
EMERGENCY nced for concrete re-
lUef in the form of food, clothnig,
medlcines, books and equipment was
gone. The "Total Needs' of the Stu-
dents should now be catered for. IUS
denled this, claimed that materlal
need was still most urgent, should be
continued in WSR and that any other
activities as proposed by 1SS should be
carrjed out by them separately In a
separate organisation.

Representation and
Unanimity
2. IUS malntained that members
of the governing body of WSR must
be delegates of constltuents and re-
sponsible to them. 1SS, WSCF and

Pax Romana maintained that the
governing body must be composed not

of delegates responsible to constitu-,

ents but of Individuals selected from
the milieux of represented bodles.
The principle of unanimity was also
a dlviding issue. The minutes of the

Executive Commilttee of WSR August
2-4 1946 London (PT) state ‘the
principle of unanimity was generally
considered to be impracticable and
agreement could wusually be reached
upon & compromise based on common
sense,” IUS malntained that on pol-
icy matters unanimity in effect should

apply.

“Relief”

Howaever, only once =since 1946 did
the IUS members of the Executive
have to vole ugalnst a decision of the
majority of the Executive Committee
of the WSR. That was when in
January 1949 the representatives of
ISS, Pax Romana and WSCF sup-
ported a decisoin to allot the alloca-
ton for the whole year for relief to
the Phillppines te pay a permancnt
staff member in the Philippines de-
spite the obvious fact that the fleld
worker had nothing to distribute, his
snlary absorbing the whole aliocatlon
and that according to the programme
of action for Phillppines the students
needed books, Therefore It was clear
that the decision to pay "a young
Roman Catholie professor or univer-
sity leader" to be found by World
Student Service Fund (US) and Pax
Romana and sent to Philippines had
nothing to do wilh needs of relief of
Philippine students. The ITUS repre-
scntatlves voted against this in order
to make clear thelr opposition to the
use of relief funds for other purposes,
But the decision was carried out.
However, Pax Romana in particular
attacked the ldea of unanimity.

Administration Expenses

3. IUS claimed that the administra-
tive cost of WSR—then about 20 per
cent. was excessive and offered to
supply the administrative machinery
for relief work and to bear the cost
of the same. 1SS explained that the
high proportion for administration
was due to a drop in the funds raised
—a positien which .they HOPED
would be temporary and on account
of its “experience” in administration
it refused to accept the offer.

On account of these major differ-
ences WSR came 10 an end, and two
new organlsations ogme into being.

World University

Service

ISS took over WSR and Its funds
and at Geneva December 3-10 1950
changed its name to World Univer-
slty Service largely on account of
unpopularity of ISS in many coun-
tries, particularly in the USA. Of the
former members of WSR only WSCF
has three representattves in the
forty-four members strong Assembly
—governing body of WUS., Pax Ro-
mana and the World Unlon of Jew-
Ish Students preferred not to take
responsibility for the new body but
they recommended each three mem-
bers from their milleu who will act
in a personal eapacity but without
committing thelr orgunlsations.

Costs Rise; Funds Fall

At the Geneva meeting a six man
“senlor staff”- was appolinteds which
together with the junior staff, travel
expenses and other expenditures in
Geneva wlll  cost 260,000 Swiss
francd. This together with
Swiss francs (for fleld staff) ralises
tho total administrative expenditure
to 322,000 Swiss francs or more than
25 per cent. of the BUDGETED In-
come, Durlng discussion it appeared
that estimaltion of the income is very
optimistic and following many c¢om-

plaints about the administrative ex-
penditute and the preference for re-
llet it was decided for the sake of "a
presentation” not to put explicitly in
the budget the 62,000 Swiss francs
for fleld staff, but to Include it, with-
out speclfic mention, in the “pro-
gramme' as relief. Also only 148,000
of the remalning 260,000 Swiss
francs for administration will appear
in the budgel as such, but a speclal
resolution was passed authorising the
Executive Committee to spend up to
260,000 Swiss francs for Central ad-
ministration “recognising that the
sum allotted for ceniral administra-
tion will be insufficient to support an
adequate staff.," The same resolution
authorises the Executive Committee
"to curtail expenditures on any pro-
ject or combination of prajects” If the
difference of 112,000 Swiss francs
could not be raised. A proposal that
in this case rellef is not curtailed was
defeated. Nothing preclse could be
offered to how much WILL be spent
on rellef. The mecting of th ISS
Secretaries in South-Enst Asia at the
‘end of January in Ceylon was esti-
mated to cost 13,000 Swiss francs
{Mr. Bisley, N.Z. Reprecsentative,
could perhaps tell us something of
this}. Also planned was a seminar
in the Middle East to be located in
Cyprus or Rhodes estimated to cost
15,000 Swiss francs.

Old Gang; New Name

A few further polnts about WUC
at this stage. All ISS committees or
correspondenis are recognised as
WUS committees but may maintain
their old name (as In New Zealand).
A resolution was passed at Genevn
stressing that WUS does not clailm to
REPRESENT students, being meerly
a "service” university organisation
for professors and students. Ear-
marking of funds is discouraged but
WUS dees ndmit the right of denors
to pive specifically for relief or for
the total programme, with the pro-
viso that funds set aside for relief
must bear their fair share of admin-
istrative costs. WUS does not offi-
cially recognise any rlght to ear-
mark more than fifty per cent. on
jan{s donations for specific relief pro-
ects.

International Student
Relief

Following the breakdown of WSR,
ISR was brought into being on reso-
lution of the 2nd IUS Congress to
continue the work of WSR. Although
an entirely autonomous organisation
and supported by many national stu-
dent bodles not affiliated to IUS its
central administrative expenses are
entirely met by IUS. The theme is
“For the students, by the students, in
the sphere of rlief.” Every student
organisation contributing to the work
of ISR has the right to be directly
repreesnted In Its governing bodies.
It operates without lseless Interme-
diaries directly from the student
organ which gives to that which re-
ceives—thus avolding high adminis-
trative charges. It s designed only
for indisputable activities of concrete
relief, and operates on the sole prin-

cipls of need, without any distinction
as to political or religions opinlon,
race or nationaltly. Projects for
1950-1 include medical ald, particu-
larly for TB, food and study material
for students principally in South-
East Asia, Latin Amerlca and the
Middle East.

Through ISR contributions can be
sent directly to the students we want
to receive them, ISR headquarters
can help by ensuring the transfer of
contributions, etc. ISR thus encour-
nges the free choice of projects and
their direct dispatch which ensures

1. Development of Co-operation
through the direct contacts created
by these relief activitles.

2, A guarantee that the wishes of
the donors will be carried out.

3. Elimlnation of unnecessary
penslve Intermediary operations.

All are aware of the continued need
for material relief—N.Z. WSR and
1SS Committees have In the past
done a pgood job publishing these
needs and raising moheys to help al-
leviate it. QOur World Relief Organ-
isation has now become two—a new
situation confronts us.,

Weo must ensure that tha money
ralsed In N.Z. Is RECEIVED by those
for whom it was ralsed and by no
one clse or for anything other than
relief.—This cannot be achieved
through WUS (ISS). We must find,
nr make, an alternative.

D.L.F.

€X=

Film Review

MUTINY ON THE
BOUNTY

“Mutiny on the Bounty" was a
story of adventure, with all the good
points and all the limitations that
that implies. The book of the same
name by Charles Nordoff apd James
Norman Iiall was more than that: it
had pathos, expression of beauty, and
genuinely-portrayed sentiment. The
film, made in the 1930's, is a straight
adventure story, occasionally relieved
by grim humour, On the whole it
impressed me as being an immature,
clumsy film, with none of the cine-
matographic subtelties of trick pho-
tography and deep emotion. The
action in parls ig childish—the fight
between Hayward and Byam remind-
ed me of two Kkittens exchanging
pats. Clark Gable is his Gablish sell,
but without the finer expression of
emotion that he gained with matur-
ity. Charles Laughton's perform-
ance Is hammy—in the polished
Laughton way. In [fact, all the
characters are sketched and not
studied as In the book. The speech
and action atiempt to show Lhe inncr
conflict in the minds of the mutineer
and Byam; they fril miscrably. In
the book the most telling scene is
the trial; in the film this Is flimsily
and unconvincingly presentod. "“Mu-
tiny on the Bounty" is a gucd yarn
and most entertalning, bu:t if you
have read the book you will find that
too many chances for dramatic treat-
ment have been missed.

T.H.H

i
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Further Letters . .. THE PEACE MOVEI“ENT (Ctd.)

CAPITALISM FOR COMRADES?

IR,—In your editorial of "Sallent”
May 24 you state that Commun-
jsm as an Ideology is dead. I feel
however that ideologically it is very
much alive as it is now at the fore-
front of the forces of reaction that
have always plagued the world. Like
all other human movements, once
the idea behind |(t dies then it
atrophics and while it Is true that
the Marxian conception of a classless
society Js as dead as the common
common room, it hns been replaced
with the spirit of a ruthless imperlal-
ism that glves Communism a life
based on greed and exploitation.
Ironlically, therefore, it nows holds
the same appeal as Capitallsm but
instead of the entreprencur and fin-
ancial  holding the power it is the
leading Party member who is pro-
mised the parasitical status of the
playboy rlch,

A scanlty observation of a Com-
munistic soclety as exemplified in
Russia today will show to what
depths of reaction the Iideology of
Communism has sunk: the slave
camps to purge society of the pro-
gressives; the adulation and hysteri-
cal monstrosity of Stalin worship and
the smug complacency of the Party
bosses who fced the masses on statis-
tics to keep them, if not happy, at
least fillled with the contentment of
the stable. In its degradation of hu-
manity it has become even lower than
Fascism which at least secks the
good of the nation whereas Commun-
jsm now is but the exploitation of
humanity for the sake of a clique of

preedy men.
AAN.

NO JOURNALIST HE?

IR,—While agreeing with some of
the comments of Mr. Hereford in
his article on the common common
room, I must object to the tedious
manner in which these comments
. are made. I do not think that Mr.
Hereford is entirely to be blamed for
this; as far as I am aware, he has
not written for “Salient” before;
surely under those clrcumstances it
is the duty of the Editor to cut out
matter which is unnecessary, Il only
in order to bring out those poinis
which are worthy of note .. . there
were some jn that article; .obscured
by qualities of padding which merely
served to irritate the reader. With
space at & premlum this policy is
one which could well be adopted in
an article such as this.

M. N. PIPER.

[ “Salient” Is not a newspaper rely-
ing on articles alone. There are
other ways of killing s white ele-
phant than a blunt lostrument and
nis. Hereford's Is one of those ways.
Ed.]

o

It you have a thousand friends,
You have not one to spare;
But if you have an enemy,
You meet him everywhere.

In 1849 the Cominform met In
Hungary, and M. Suslov, Propaganda
Secretary of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Unlon, set out the
technique which ls the Peace Move-
ment. Committees were to be organ-
ised, Peace to be fought for on a
broad front with &ll classes and
interests drawn in, petitions were to
be used and the fight for national in.
decpendence supported,

Along with these campaigns went
the propaganda methods perfected
by the Nazis: repetition, smear cam-
paigns, abuse, high sounding emotive

prose. emotional irrelevancies, big
name window dressing, etc.

The main campaigns are: The
Stockholm Ban, the Atom Bomb

Appeal, The Congresses, the Support
of Colonlal Independence, the Aggres-
sion Definition, the Banning of War
Propaganda, and the most recently
emphasised Five Power Pact.
TECHNIQUES

Here are some examples of the
gcneiiln techniques usecd:
(n) guage:

“In what way is President Truman,
that sanctimonious hypocrite, per-
petrator of so many bloody deeds in
all corners of the carth in post war
years, instigator of murderers,
traltors and marauders, to-day mur-
derer of Korean women and child-
ren . . . "—"Pravda."

The language used in the Comin-
form speeches (1949), which have
been published in pamphlet form, is
similar,

(b) Emotional Irrelevancles:

A letter from Korean women in
the February lssue of “Ueace,” which
describes the horror of the Korean
war, as an answer to the Truman
statement that the war is just.

The Campalgns

(i) The Ban the Bomb Appesl
The resolution on which this is based
runs: “We demand the unconditional
prohibition of the atomic weapon
prohibftion of the atomic bomb
as a weapon of aggression and mass
annihilation of people and that strict
international control for the imple-
mentation of this decislon be c¢stab-
lished, We shall consider a war
criminal any Government which first
employs the atomic weapon against
any country. We call upon all people
of goodwill throughout the world to
sign this appeal.”

[The word "'first”" has at last been
deleted. Could it be that the
U.S5.8.R. is in a position to be first?]

This can be criticised in the first
place because it begs the guestion—
the first question is not who used the
bomb—but who was the aggressor?
In the second place, the atom bomb
is only quantitatively different from
other horrifying weapons, Recent
propaganda has made good this
omission. In the third place note the
stress placed on numbers. Can you
rely on a Petition sald to have been
signed by over half the population
of North Korea just before South
Korea is attacked? It Is also inter-
esting to note that the key weapons
of the Finnish war, the war of
1839-45, and the Korea, the tank and
the aeroplane are not mentioned.
The USSR s strong in both.

(11) The Definition of Aggression.
“Aggreasion is a2 criminal act of that
state which first employs armed
force against another state under
any pretext whatever,”"—Address to
the United Natlons Organisation by
the 2nd World Congress of the De-
fenders of Peace.

This definition avoids altogether
the method of aggression by internal
subversion at which communism,
directed by the Cominform, is well
practised. There is evidence that
the Communists or the Peace Move-
ment are aware of this weakness, for
they pose the question in the Febru-
ary issue of “Pcace"” whether it is
aggreasion and answer it by saying
that President Truman stole the
idea from the Holy Alliance of 1815,
and having branded this cosalition as
one of the most reactionary which
ever existed, dismiss the question.

(ili} The Support of Colonial and
National Independence: Stalin him-
self has stressed the importance of
such movements—not, be it noted, in
the cause of peace, but in the cause
of Communism.

“Objective to consolidate the dic-
tatorship of the proletarlat in one
country, using it as a base for the
overthrow of imperialism in all coun-
tries. The revolution is spreading
beyond the confines of one country:
the perfod of world revolution has
commenced.

“The main forces of revolution are
the dictatorship of the proletariat in
one country, the revolutionary move-
ment of the proletariat in all coun-
tries.

“Maln reserves, tho semli-proletar-
lan nnd small pensant masses in the
developed countries, the lberation
movement in the colonles and de-
veloped countries.”—J. V. Stahn,
Foundations of Leninism, 1939, p9.

Before this cause is just one must
ask are the people concerned fit to
govern. The United Natlons trustee-
ship Council cxists for this very pur-
pose, the safeguarding of the rights
of backward peoples. Peace Move-
ment support of the active insurrec-
tionists must be looked at in this
light. ’

When this matfer is dlscussed, as
it was at the Youth Peace Confer-
ence in Wellington last year, no
mention was made of the independ-
ence of the peoples in those coun-
tries with which the USSR had non-
aggression pacts: Poland, Latvia,
Estonla, Finland and Lithuania—and
which she now occcupies.

All the other campaigns are open
to similar and more searching criti-
clam than it i3 possible to glve them

here.
EVIDENCE PILING . ..

So far the history of the Movement
has been traced and some of Its
campaigns analysed to show the
more obvious alignments with, and
advantages to Soviet policies.

The fact that this so-called broad
front organisation has expelled one
of the members, Jugoslavia, which
has more In sympathy with the
Cominform, from which it had pre-
viously been expelled for deviation,
than the west directly contradicts
the claim of a broad front.

i

The Letter from the
Socialist Club

Next Bus, Mr. Piper!

PIPER’S letter criticlaing my
article on the Soclallat Club's
difference with the Executive s re-
markable for one thing; Its simllarity
to the Soclalist Club's explanation to
the Executlve—llke that explanation
it entirely misses the point.

I did not "attack™ elther Messra.
Bollinger or Piper as hls letter setls
out by saying, but I did criticise the
situation which arose from (faults on
both sides. The two offlcers concern-
ed I presumed had their Instruction
from their Committee. [ showed the
article to Mr. MacN®ill before publi-
cation and his approval, although
qualified was not aa qualified or as ir-
relevant as Mr. Plper's would have
been.

Writing woulda have clarlfled the
matter. If the Socialist Club had
put their undertaking that they in-
tended to request addresses on the
Emergency Regulations, their back-
ground and the events leading up
their being brought down, then the
Executive would not have been able
to state that they undertook to dis-
cuss the Emergency Regulations in
vacuo.

Messrs. O'Brien had power f{rom
the Egecutive to stop the meeting if,
in their oplnion, it went .outside the
conditions lald down by the Assocl-
ation's legal advisers. That they
chose not to exercise this power does
not prove that the meeting did not
trespass.

To accuse the Executive of lack-
ing backbone is to Ignore the whole
point of my article and the Execu-
tive's request for an explanation. The
Executive were no longer concerned
about the Regulations when they re-
quested an explanation, but they were
concerned that an undertaking on an
important matter, whether it con-
cerned ‘the Emergency Regulations or
any other subject, appeared to have
been broken. Such an action could
under many clrcumstances have seri-
ous consequences for the whole stu-
dent body, and the Executive are
entitled to expect that undertaking
by responsible club officers will be

kept.
M. F. MoINTYRE.
Quotations from  corganisations

which support the Peace Movement
clearly show that “'peace’ has special
meaning for the Movement. Further
statements will support this conten-
tion.

The next article will show that
Communists cangot support such an
organisation unless it is working for
a Communist World. Some com-
ments will be made on the Movement
in New Zealand.

The &actual evidence, the actual
quotations, the actual situations
must be explained by those who wish
to defend this creation of the Comin-
form and instrument of Soviet power.

M. F. McINTYRE.,
A. W. COOK.
D. £ HURLEY.
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BOOK REVIEWS

DEUTSCHLAND UBER ALLES

“Germany What Now?” by Basll Davidson. London, 1830. 12/6.

“Once Agaln?" by Basll Davidson. London, 1930. 1/8.
“Cold War In Germany” by Wilfred Burchett.

Melbourne, 1950, 11/3.

IY Is Germany divided? Why Ix Nazism not eradicated ¥..Why In Hitler's

dismembered Relch still the
slx years of peace?

focal polnt of International tenslon after

Two men have recently elaburated thelr answers to these questions In

books that every student ought to

read.

Lt.-Col. Basil Davldson was in

Britiah Intelligence during the war, and since then has worked as European

correspondent of The Times and the New Statesman,

WIilfred Burchett Is

.an Australian, went through the Pacific war, fought and reported in Burma,

and was the frst non-Japanese

to see devastated Hiroshima.

Since 1945

he has been Times correspondent in Berlin.
Both these men give s carefully-documented account of Germany today,

and the paths leading to It.

Both come to the same conclusions—conclusions

with startling possibilitics for the future of world peace.

HITLFR LIVES

Meanwhile, In face of a wenkened
and divided occupatlon, the Nazl ele-
ment got checky., Burchett de-
scribes the middle-class Fraulelns
whispering in the cars of their Brit-
ish otfcer bedmates, whippiny up
old hostilities with Nazi myths of
“Jewish Tolshevism.”

Yesterdny Llhe united strencth of
the United Natlons defeated Nazism.
Today Nazism has won a moral vic-
tory by the division of that strengiih
into opposing blocs. And Nazism is
taking full advantage of that split,
to demand the remilitarisation of Ger-
many under Nazi leaders.

“The powible rearmament of West-
ern Germany—im  spite of all the
dangers of extreme natlonalism and

the Irssons of the past—was soon to -’

form one of the great questions rais-
ed by the Atlantic Pact,” said David-
sOTL {p. 285).

In 1951 the question has gone fur-
ther than possibility. In his pum-
phlet “Once Again?” Davidson de-
scribes individual instances of the re-
surgence of Nazism—from the dese-
cration of the Wermelskirchen mem-
arial to the working-clnss victims of

Nazism, to the inflammatory anti-
Semitic speeches  of  the  “Sorialist
Reich”™ Parly.

TWO ROADS

And how fare the German people
through all this?

Burchett draws an excellent con-
trast between the economics of East-
ern and Weslern zones in his chap-
ters on land reform.

In conversation with Baron Siez-
fricd von Cramm In his schloss out-
slde Hanover, Burchett asked about
his people.

“Baron Siegpfried went to the win-
dow and painted out with his whip.
'‘What we have to teach these peas-
ants,’ he said with a sweep of hls
whip, ‘is democracy. Real demo-
cracy. Cleanliness, discipline, hard
work, Christianity and loyalty. Our
villagers are good, loyal and hard-
working, but cven they are being In-
fected by this leathsome polson
which comes from the other side of
tho frontier. Demanding land for
themselves! As if they would know
how to work 1t even if they did get
it! It would go to waste and ruin
just as it does in the Soviet Zone."
{p. 65.) ’

At Potsdam in 1945, the USSR and
the Western Powers framed a joint
policy for the peace of Europe. It
has nol worked out In practice, for,
Davidsan tells us, “The Western
allles . . . . desired a different kind
of Germany from the Germany fore-
secn at Yalta and Potadam." (p. 48).
Although “the RNusslans threw thelr
encrgles Into sccuring the unification
of Germany on the llnes of Potsdam.”
(p. 59). He lists the Nazis who have
resumed high ollice In Western Ger-
many. “Denazitication rapidly  de-
generated Into a farce and a scan-
dal.” {(p. 188). :

BUSINESS IS BUSINESS

With Burchett, Davidson was hor-
rifled at the open gralt intulged In
by American and British offiz:zly In
Germany—connlvance at privateer-
tng, assistance to both German and
foreign commerclal concerns in break-
ing International agreements. Bur-
chelt quotes at length from thc ofli-
cial report of the U.S, oflicefRussel!
Nixgn, who complained to th& Senate
Committee of Military Affalrs in 1246
that the Potsdam policy of busting
the glant Trusts (Krupps, etc.) which
supportea Hitler; was being deliber-
ately sabotaged by Amerlcans In high

places:

“It is my conviction that Germany
can never be economically disarmedt
until the international monopolics, in-
dustrial trusts, and her external car-
tel arrangements are destroyed. A
thorough - going programme Lo
achieve this must be instituted imme-
diately. And its execution should be
entrusted only to officials who are
interested in carrying out the Pots-
dam Agreement, and the political di-
reotives of their governmenta, rather
than in preserving thelr old business
connections and thelr own economic
positions.” (Nixon, quoted Burchelt,
p- 1260

Nixon described to the Committee
the connection between certain mem-
bers of the U.S. occupation stafl and
American firms with German associ-
ations--Dillon
Motors. But Nixon was a  Roose-
velt idenlist—[nced with stark facts
about the American Way of Life, he
was forced to resign.

The influence of American-German
business connections began to disturb
Britain. “What Britlsh  exporters
were now facing was no longer Ger-
man compelition pure and simple, but
German-American competition. This
partnership between German and
American industrialists was {o grow
and strengthen as the months went
by." (Davidson, pp. 223-224.)

But Burchett's impression of the
Soviet zone was quite different. He
describes the "Neusiedler™ [rom the
Polish border who have been rehabili-
tated happily on to the land. How
few know that Barth, Brunner, Nie-
molier, Zweig and Mann have all
gone east? “Waste and ruin”?

“They made poor raw material for
the propaganda with which they were
bombarded by the West German
press, demanding that the lost lands
be recovered and the ‘expellees’ re-
turned to thelr old homes,” (Burchett,

. 63.)

P Wha Is trying to hoodwink whom?
Burchett describes how he saw the
Allied Control Council deliberately
broken up by the American delega-
tion. He describes how, on an expe-
dition to report on the functioning of
the black market at the junction of
East and West Berlin, he was ar-
rested by the Russians on suspicion
of being himself a black marketeer.
When he returned home lIater, he
found that the London dailies had
him beaten up and near to death.

Here is-the truth about Germany
todny, seen by objective and honest
ohservers, Democracy or resurgent
Hitlerism for the German people:
that is the whole Issuc for Ger-
many's present and future.

—PARTISAN,

WIT AND NITWIT

R. AUBREY MENEN wax bound
to write a book as cheerful,
witty and cutting as “The Baclkward
Bride” after “"The Stumbling-Stone."”
The logical development of that
charming, puzzling, and occaslonally
pugnacious Christian, Colley Burton,
is  Anisetta, beautiful, absolutely
sure of herself, and capable of flat-
tening, In turn, a distinguished free-
thinking English  professor, an
Existentialist French Marquis, =&
young American One-Worlder, and
the president of the League for the
Uplift of Women.

As in his previous two satires, Mr.
Menen has a crack at to-day's
philosophies, from existentialiam to
the latest thing in determiniam; but
here, for the first time, he offers a
positive solution, in the shapely form

Rend and General

of Anisetta, whose sole, instinctive
philosophy is the natural law and
the Ten Commandments. Anisetta
(not the name of a flower, but of a
popular Sicillan drink, “on which she
had got illicitly drunk at the age of
four") on the European honeymoon
which was arranged by Uncle
Giorgio, Sicily's most famous brigand,
and financed by Uncle Domenico,
Sicily's famous forger, wipes the
floor with her young husband and
his advanced ideas on everything
from birth-control to the Spirit of
Progress. And she makes it look so
casy.

If, however, you have a hankering
for Bloomsbury, the French Maid,
and Higher Thought, or {ree love and
intellectual melancholy, you will stifl
enjoy this “'Sicilian Scherzo” as such,
nnd a very funny story. Aubrey
Menen's dig at English sentimental-
ity (a wifec can be kidnapped any
time, but when It comes to Kidnap-
ping a dog, that kind of thing can't
happen here) is neat, but his dig at
American sentimentality is perfect:
“And you sald—I'll never forget it,
Mom—'Well, Larry,. your father ran
away to sea when he was a boy. So
1 suppose it's in the blood. But
wherever you are, Larry, you'll be
my son. So wrap up warm now like
1 “always told you, and God bless
you." There is obviously no danger
of “The Backward Bride"” being
filmed by Hollywood. {(Chatto &
Windus, 7/6).

John D. Sheridan's "The Magnifi-
cent MacDarney” had some excellent
reviews:; but if this is an example of
the hest modern Irish wit, we'll go
bick io Richard Brinsley himself.

Tihe magnificent MacDarney is
one of those “real characters”—-the
kind who drinks his family out of
house and home, cadges {rom every
one in the city, yet has such a colos-
sal nerve and witty impudence that
it's worth “lending” him a flver, be-
cause you get double that amount in
entertainment. We can see clearly
enough what MacDarney is meant to
be—an unmanageable und incorrig-
ible peacocl who is worth preserving
because of his brilliant plumage.
But unfortunately we aren't given a
glimpse of these feathers—we only
see the peacock making a nulsance
of himself. If more of the action
took place in the pubs and cafes
haunted by MacDarney, where his
wit was displayed in its full glory,
and less in his homes, where the
eflfect of MacDarney's magnificence is
felt in poverty and humiliation, we
might think that, in spite of every-
thing, the man of the house pays his
way in entertainment value. As It
is, the peacock is more trouble than
it is worth,

Mr. Sheridan sel himself too large:

a task. It is very difficult to com.
bine humour and pathos; one writer
of genius who did was a fellow-
countryman, Oliver Goldsmith, but
he is the exception to most rules, The
sorrows of MacDarney's wife and
children became so real to his creator
that he palnts a sympathetic picture
of them, and relegates the Mac-

Rewi Alley
Represents New

Zealand Students
at LU.S. Meeting

T the meeting of the Execulive

of the International Union of
Students at Peking from April“24-
28, the N.Z. Student Labour Federa-
tion was represented by Rewi Alley,
world-famous  New Zealand-born
principal of the Shandan Indusirial
Co-operative School in Kansu.

When the IUS officers informed the
NZSLF and the NZ University Stu-
dents” Association, that they had the
right to send obseryers, the laiter
body decided to ke no action,
NZSLF wrote nt once to Rewi Alley,
then kn Peking on official business.
Alley's reply arrived last week.
“Thank you," he wrote, “for the hon-
our you pay me in askinz me to he
vour delegate.” Fe consented, and
congratulated the Federation on their
progressive policy—better  conditions
of living and education for students
here and all over the world, peace
between nations. Remarking on
the stand NZUSA Congress last Janu-
ary took over recognition of Chinn,
he says: “It is excellent that you ure
taking the stand you are. The issue i
s0 very kmporiant for so many mil-
fionts of people everywhere, and ull-
important for little New*Zenland.”

Courtney Archer, another New
Zealand member of the staff at San-
dan, has also offered to maintain con-
tact with the Chinese student move-
ment  until he returns to New Zea-
land shortly on a year's leave. “Max
Wilkinson, the other New Zealande
at present at Sandan, and I, werc
very interested Indeed to hear Lhat
New Zealand students were active in
support of world peate and the recou-
nitlon of the People's Government
of China by New Zealand. The New
Zealand people are making u  tragiv
mistake in allowing themselves to be-
come flrmly attached to the United
States. New Zealand is a Pacific
country and her future and prosper-
ity must be closely tied to the Asian
countries bordering the Pacille. In-
stead “of allowing herself to become
the last ocutpest of an aggressive nnd
desperate United States, sho should
llnk more closely with the peoples of
Asla, for the future, assuredly, le-
longs to them.”

Darney's swaggering to a4 miner
place, the mere cause of the main
plot. If MacDarney is to be genu
inely funny, the effect of his humotr
cannot be recal, and justified, tears;
if they were synthetle, and Mac-
Dammey's family were a set of spoil-
sports, he would be able to shine in
his full glory.

Still, it is pleasant enough story,
in the same vein of compeient and
slightly sentimental journalism as
Sheridan's collection of essays, "My
Hat Blew OiL." (Dent, 9/6).
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